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W.L.R. Silva J.

At this stage Mr. Shanaka Ranasinghe who appears for the
Accused-Appellant states that the circumstances have now changed and
the respondent only son who was taken away to France by the mother of
the child that is the wife of the respondent is missing and therefore he has
to go to France to locate the child risking his life and liberty. In this case
the respondent is charged for contempt of court for not reading the
notice sent by court to produce the child in court. But soon thereafter
on the next occasion he had produced the child in court. At this stage
the child was handed-over to the custody of the mother and he is not
informed as to the whereabout of the child and he doesn’t even know
its very existence . We are mindful of the fact that a father might risk his
own life to protect his children. Although the respondent has committed

contempt in our opinion he should be pardoned.




Therefore, we severely warn the respondent and acquit and discharge

him.

JUDGE OP’THE {COURT OF APPEAL.

H.N.J. Perera J.
I agree,

JUDGE OFTHE COURT OF APPEAL.
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